OCTOBER 2020

ISSUE 3

We are experiencing
unprecedented times as the
Coronavirus has affected
almost every aspect of our
everyday activities. In some ways it may forever change some of our
behaviors. Please continue to practice social distancing by
maintaining at least 6 feet of distance between you and the next
person, refrain from gathering in large groups, continue to wash your
hands regularly, refrain from touching your face and only go out to
shop when necessary.
Thank you to all the men and women who are on the front lines on a
daily basis, our first responders, health care workers, and essential
workers: Doctors, Nurses, Firemen, Police, EMS, and essential
employees that have remained at work to provide services to our
community. Together we will get through this crisis.
Actions Effective March 16, 2020 and Later:


Municipal Court hearings have resumed with some restrictions.



Access to business offices are restricted until further notice.



All Parks & Recreation programming suspended until further notice.



No rentals of City buildings or parks until further notice.



Face masks are to be worn in the City as per City Ordinance.



Meetings are conducted virtually.



Facemasks and gloves are provided to City employees.



Door to Door Trick or Treating is prohibited this year per City Ordinance.
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Welcome TaTanish Campbell!
Serving as Councilwoman in
Ward II
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From the Desk of the City Administrator
It is my pleasure to welcome you again to The City Courier, a digital
newsletter designed for the employees of the City of Chester. Due to
the pandemic and some other circumstances, it has been a while
since we published the last edition. COVID-19 has caused us all to
rethink safety precautions. I encourage you to continue to follow the
guidelines that have been communicated across this nation that will
help decrease the spread of this disease.
1) Wear your mask or face covering. The City has a Face Mask Ordinance and we as City employees
are required to follow the Ordinance and lead by example.
2) Avoid crowds
3) Frequently wash your hands for 20 seconds
4) Disinfect surfaces
5) Use hand sanitizer
Despite the events that have been canceled due to the pandemic, it has still been a busy time. City
Council meetings, Commission Meeting, Dept. Head meetings, and several other meetings in the City
have been held by telephone conferences and/or virtual means. Whenever there is an alternative to
meet in one of these ways when there are more than 3-4 meeting participants, you are encouraged
to do so as a safety precaution. We are approaching the cooler seasons. As we do so, please take
care of yourselves to stay healthy. The City will be offering in the very near future an opportunity for
employees to get free flu shots. Please contact the HR Dept. for more information.
We recently observed Fire Prevention Week. Please make
certain your smoke alarms are working in your homes and
that you are careful to not leave your stove or dryer on
when leaving your home. It was my pleasure to visit one of
our Fire Stations during Fire Prevention Week. A special
shout-out to the Fire Department for their help with the
Carolina Poly fire which was arguably the largest fire the
county has had in recent years. Also, congratulations and
well wishes are extended to Fire Fighter Ka'nya Givens who
is the first African American full-time fire fighter for the City
of Chester. We welcome her to the City.
Thank you, City employees, for all that you do to make the City of Chester a great place in which to
live. Enjoy the newsletter.
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We Are Here to Serve You
City Hall’s Lobby is Closed to the Public
Due to COVID-19; however, you can
reach personnel by calling the following
numbers:
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Fire Department
The Fire Department
provides smoke alarms and
carbon monoxide detectors,
free for the community.
Through a partnership with
the American Red Cross, firefighters are
installing smoke alarms and providing fire
prevention checks and safety tips to
residences. The alarms are sponsored by
the American Red Cross.
Chief Jackson acknowledged Chester Fire
Department is 3 Shifts and 1 Department,
which was originated by VeeVeca
Torrence, Executive Director of
Administration. Teamwork is the heartbeat
of this department.

CFD Operation Neighborhood DriveThrough
During this epic time, all fire prevention
programs, classes, and tours were revised.
In its place, the
department
initiated the CFD
Operation Hero
Neighborhood
Ride-Through,
with Sparky and
firefighters
saluting the
community.
Serving neighborhoods, residents, and
communities, the department maintains
the mission of—Courage, Faith, and
Determination.
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Fire Department cont.….
In effect to the global pandemic,
Chester Fire Department
implemented an emergency
protocol:

Welcome Firefighter Ka’nya Givens to the
Chester Fire Department! She is the first full-time
African American female to serve with the
department. Congratulations Ka’nya!

CFD EMERGENCY PROTOCOL COVID 19:
 No Public Access
 COV19 information listed on boards
 Gloves made available for Administrative
department
 Personnel temperatures: Checked and
documented twice daily








Regular handwashing advised
Hygiene highly emphasized by Senior staff
to members
Hand Sanitizer in open areas
Protective Gear worn on all calls
Controlled personnel on all calls
If an employee is sick, told do not come in

SHOUT-OUTS:
Walter Stephenson: promoted to Captain
Dean Naniot: promoted to Lieutenant
VeeVeca Torrence administered the OmNova
grant for the department’s Emergency
Reporting Project. The department received
tools for the advancement of training and
reporting with the use of IPADs in trucks.

“The key to success is to
focus on goals, not
obstacles.”

Selected by the Fire
Department
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Fire Marshal Safety: Don Wood
Fire Safety Talk
There are many areas of awareness when it comes to fire safety and safety in
general at home and work. I have heard it stated that if you practice safety at
home, you will practice it at work and vise a versa. Let’s review a few fire safety
quick tips from NFPA to consider at home.



















Stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling, boiling or broiling food. Most cooking fires occur from
unattended cooking.
Keep space heaters 3 feet from anything that can burn. Also, electric space heaters need to be
plugged directly into a good, maintained receptacle. Not through a drop cord.
Ask smokers to smoke outside, and provide a deep, sturdy ashtray.
Keep matches and lighters out of the reach of children, preferably in a locked cabinet.
Inspect electrical cords and replace cracked, loose, or damaged cords. Also, note that a plug that
is loose in the receptacle may require the receptacle be replaced by a trained person.
Extinguish candles when leaving the room or home and when going to sleep.
Prepare and practice a home fire escape plan. Know two ways out of each bedroom: insure windows will open if they are one of your ways out. Establish a meeting place outside and insure
someone will wake and assist children as they do not always wake up from the sound of the
smoke alarms.
Insure operable smoke alarms are installed inside each bedroom, outside each bedroom and on
each level of your home.
Install carbon monoxide alarm if you have fuel fired (gas or liquid) appliances in the home, if you
have a fuel fired furnace (even if it is outside and ducted in), if you have an enclosed garage with
door or opening into the house, and if you have a fire place. Always follow manufacturers instructions for installing.
Test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms at least monthly.
Remember if you must escape through smoke, get low and go under the smoke to your way out.

Please contact the fire department if you have any questions or concerns about fire safety in your
home or work space.
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Human Resources
Due to COVID-19, HR did
not host the 3rd annual
Employee Health Fair.
However, we hosted the
2nd Annual City of Chester Employee Health
Fair on Friday, October 18, 2019 from
10:00am—1:00pm at the Chester YMCA. We
had a total of 27 vendors participate again
this year. There were a very wide variety of
vendors available offering health screenings,
personal defense items, massage therapy
(always a hit!), food samples, exercise and
many more! HR was very pleased with the
success of the Health Fair and we greatly
appreciate the positive feedback we received
from employees. We feel like we were able to
make the 2nd Annual Health Fair even better
than the first year and look forward to
continuing the success in 2021!
The City bids a Farewell to Human Resources
Director, Carla Roof and Human Resources
Assistant, Melodie Tate. Mrs. Roof retires
after 28 years with the City of Chester. Best
wishes to them both as they start a new
chapter in life!

“Success is not how
high you have
climbed, but how you
make a positive
difference in the
world.”

Selected by Human
Resources
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Public Works
Curbside Collection Services

Carts and bins are emptied once a week
Place at curb by 6:00 AM
Remove by next day at 7:00 PM
TIPS TO ENSURE YOUR GARBAGE IS
PICKED UP
Garbage must be bagged and fit inside the
GREEN roll cart with the lid closed. The cart
should be:
• Positioned with the lid closed and
facing the street;
• No more than 6 feet away from the
roadway;
• At least 4 feet from other objects
(mailboxes, recycling bins, utility poles,
parked cars) to avoid damage from
automated truck arm; and
• Must not contain any bricks, rocks,
construction materials, hazardous
waste, recyclables or yard debris in the
container.

Use your BLUE recycle bin to minimize the
waste in your roll cart.
• Crush all cartons and boxes before
placing them in the bin.
• Pour out all liquids from containers
before throwing them in the bin.
• Bagged garbage outside of the
container will not be removed.
• Yard waste is prohibited inside bin.
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Parks & Recreation

Police

We suspended Senior Exercise
and Senior Games due to the
threat of the Coronavirus. Our
concern was and is for the
health of our seniors. The weight room is
open for 1-2 members at a time due to the
pandemic. Additionally, we canceled all
facility rentals for the remainder of the year
as we are following the City’s Ordinance
regarding rentals during the pandemic.

The Chester Police
Department has been
attentive in the COVID-19
pandemic. We have created
the program called COP. The
acronym stands for Coronavirus Outreach
Program. This program provides that the
officers of the department will assist the
elderly and disabled citizens by assisting
them in gaining access to the local markets
and pharmacies. We are continually
participating in Parades for the teachers,
students, and other citizens in the
community.
Shout-out: The Chester Police Department
is proud of the four officers who will begin
their Class I studies at the Criminal Justice
Academy. We will like to highlight our new
Public Relations Officer, Cpl. Randal Marsh
for doing an outstanding job during the
COVID-19 informational meetings. He has
been a tremendous help in keeping the
public informed during this difficult time.

The annual Back to School Bash was a little
different this year. In order to comply with
social distancing, we held a Drive-thru Back
to School Bash on August 29th at Joe Collins
Stadium. We were able to hand out over
300 backpacks, filled with school supplies,
to Chester County students. We appreciate
the support given by City employees,
Chester businesses, individual residents and
volunteers.

“Doubt kills more dreams
than Failure ever will.”

Selected by the
Police Department
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Municipal Court
Our Municipal Court is located
at 2740 Dawson Drive in the
Chester County Law
Enforcement Building.
The staff of the Municipal Court
includes:

Judge Angela M. Killian, Chief Judge
Judge Gail Hamilton
Judge Theodore Wilder, Jr.
Ms. Gisela Gaither, Clerk of Court
Ms. Marilyn Kelly, Asst. Clerk of Court

“Just one small positive
thought in the morning can
change your whole day.”

Selected by Parks & Rec

2020 City of Chester ad in
Discover Chester magazine

*The hill that City Hall sits on is 550 feet above sea level.
*Chester Fire Department has had 11 Fire Chiefs.
*On May 4, 2016, Officer WAR Wilson (End of watch 1891) and James K.
Marshall (End of watch 1898) were inducted into the South Carolina Criminal
Justice Hall of Fame. Both were killed in the Line of Duty in the City of Chester.
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Zoning Board of Appeals
The Zoning Board of Appeals is a five member board established by the City Council to
address appeals of decisions of the Codes Administrator. The Board meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at 6:00pm if there are appeals to review. Each member serves
a 4 year term.

2020 ZBA MEETING DATES

The City’s appointees to the Commission are:



Susan Treveiler, Chair
Mary Beth Carr
Frank Dickerson
Peggy Hopkins
Ken Lebbon













January 23rd
February 27th
March 26th
April 23rd
May 28th
June 25th
July 23rd
August 27th
September 24th
October 22nd
November 26th
December 24th

City Council
Mayor Wanda Stringfellow
WARD I
William Killian
Susan H. Kovas

WARD III
Annie M. Reid
Linda T. Tinker

WARD II
Mayor Pro Tem Angela Y. Douglas
TaTanish Campbell

WARD IV
Carlos Williams
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New Hires:

Retirees:

March: Scott Lopez, Fire Department

December 2019: Ricky Grant, Fire Dept.

June:

August 2020: Carla Roof, Human Resources

Ka’Nya Givens, Fire Department
Richard Hayes, Jr, Fire Department

July:

Corry Hailey, Fire Department
Daniel Murray, Fire Department
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Captain Richard Grant, Fire Department
37 Years of Service: 1983-2019
Retirement Celebration, February 29, 2020
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Human Resources Director, Carla Roof
Retirement Parade, August 21, 2020
28 Years
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Drive-thru Back to School Bash

Red, White & Boom Fireworks Show (Drive-In)
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October
Milton Sims
Frank McClurkin III
Sylvia Young
Shelley Watts
Tyrel Graham
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November
Rickey Sanders
Justin Baker
Travis Moore
Mayor Wanda Stringfellow
Audrey Woods
Chris White
Deshaun Walker
Arthur Henderson
Donny Davis
Hunter Harrison

December
Councilwoman Angela Douglas
Edward Dunovant
Angela Killian
Eugene Hudson
Lameisha Heath
Donnie Ward
Michael Franklin
Melvin Jennings
Wayne Levister
Anna Jagger

HALLOWEEN SPECIAL NOTICE:
Door-to-Door Trick or Treating is Prohibited for Halloween 2020 in the
City of Chester due to COVID-19 safety precautions. One alternative:
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Southern Pimento Cheese by Allrecipes.com
Servings: 12
Yield: 3 cups
2 cups shredded extra-sharp cheddar cheese
8 ounces cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper (optional)
1/4 teaspoon onion powder
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and minced (optional)
1 (4 ounce) jar diced pimento, drained
Salt and pepper to taste
Place the cheddar cheese, cream cheese, mayonnaise, garlic powder, cayenne
pepper, onion powder, minced jalapeno, and pimento into the large bowl of a
mixer. Beat at medium speed, with paddle if possible, until thoroughly combined. Season to taste with salt and pepper.
Submitted by Human Resources

Garlic Roasted Potatoes by Ina Garten, Food Network
Yield: 8 servings

3 pounds small red or white potatoes
1/4 cup olive oil
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 tablespoons minced garlic (6 cloves)
2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. Cut the potatoes in half or quarters and
place in a bowl with the olive oil, salt, pepper, and garlic: toss until the
potatoes are well coated. Transfer the potatoes to a sheet pan and spread out
into 1 layer. Roast in the oven for 45 minutes to 1 hour or until browned and
crisp. Flip twice with spatula during cooking in order to ensure even browning.
Remove the potatoes from the oven, toss with parsley, season to taste and
serve hot.
Submitted by The Police Department
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