Chester City Council Meeting
April 8, 2019 6:30 pm
Minutes
PRESENT: Mayor Caldwell; Council Members Angela Douglas, Betty Bagley, Linda Tinker, Annie M. Reid,
Susan Kovas and Carlos Williams; City Attorney Edwards; City Administrator Stephanie Jackson and HR
Director Carla Roof.
ABSENT: Councilman Killian and Councilman King,
Call to Order: Mayor Caldwell called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Prayer: Councilman Williams led in prayer.
Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Citizens Forum: Ken Lebbon spoke concerning DataMax and he feels there was some misleading
information concerning conflicting information. Mr. Lebbon questioned was procurement going to take
place since there are other companies that offer the same business.
Approval of Minutes – Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 1,
2018, January 14, 28, February 25, and March 11, 2019 as presented. Councilwoman Douglas seconded
the motion. The motion carried with no objections.
Administrative Report –2019 -20 Budget workshop dates and time. Mrs. Jackson proposed April 23 and
24, 2019 at 5:30 to 8 pm. No objection was made.
Chester Economic Development Plan – Mrs. Jackson discussed with Council the plans for the Chester
Economic Development Kick-off-Meeting scheduled for April 30, 2019, 6 pm. The location will be at the
Market Building. Mrs. Jackson reviewed the form that was provided in the package and requested that
Council appoint 20 people to serve on this Focus Group. Please return completed form to Mrs. Jackson
this evening, if possible.
Unfinished Business - MOU – Catawba Brownfield Coalition Assessment Program – Mrs. Roof informed
Council the property is not covered under the City of Chester liability coverage, due to the policy will not
cover unimproved land. Catawba COG has verified and provided a certificate of insurance of coverage
on the property during the project. After discussion, Councilwoman Douglas made a motion to approve
the MOU with the necessary changes as noted. Councilwoman Bagley seconded the motion. The
motion carried unanimously.
Rental Registry – Councilwoman Douglas provided a PowerPoint for Council. Councilwoman Douglas
stated this was a proposal from the Public Works Committee. Discussion took place concerning the
$25.00 fee for the property owner that will be required to pay for every rental property. The fee will be
to absorb the administrative fee. Attorney Edwards spoke concerning the $25.00 fee that can be

charged. If an inspection is requested or if code enforcement or if it is required. Mr. McBeth reviewed
the inspection form with Council. Councilman Williams spoke in favor of this proposal and how
important this is to our City. We need code enforcement in our city. This Council is responsible for
leadership and this is what we need. Councilwoman Douglas stated this is not a way for the City to make
money. Much discussion took place, Council requested that a draft ordinance be provided for Council.
Attorney Edwards stated she can have an ordinance at the first meeting in May.

DataMax – Councilwoman Reid stated she requested to add this item back to the agenda for discussion.
After discussion, Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to reverse the decision previously made by
Council and cancel the contract agreement concerning DataMax. Councilwoman Bagley seconded the
motion. Mrs. Jackson answered the question previously given by Mr. Lebbon, stating this process was
not required to be bided. Councilwoman Douglas discussed this is as a tool to help our staff enforce
our ordinances. There is a lot of bad information out there. I apologize that the city did not
communicate this better. There was a question that generated by Mr. Jeff Loftis, which he stated, “Is
this a way for Council to line their pockets”? I can inform you that Council does not have any personal
interest in DataMax and your comment is defamatory. Also, it was brought to me today that she
brought this to the administrator. This is her project. I assure you I don’t need anyone to stand for me, I
can for myself. I want to be very clear that this is out there and make sure we do not receive slanderous
and defaming response.
New Business
First Reading Ordinance 2019-03 Policy and Procedures Pertaining to Travel and Training for Mayor and
Council – Councilwoman Reid read as presented. Councilwoman Reid made a motion to approve.
Councilwoman Bagley seconded the motion. Mayor Caldwell stated that we are trying to fix something

that is not broke. Mrs. Jackson stated that she brought the ordinance to Council and stated that the
State Statute requires that you are to be reimbursed what you spend, that is why you bring receipts.
Hotel and registration is paid by the city. There is no option here, this should be done. Much discussion
took place. The motion carried with Mayor Caldwell opposing.
With no further business, Councilwoman Tinker made a motion to adjourn. Councilwoman Bagley
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Carla Roof

