Chester City Council Meeting
September 13, 2010, 6:30 pm
Minutes
PRESENT:  Mayor Mitchell B. Foster; Council Members Betty Bagley, George Caldwell, Susan Kelsey, Susan Kovas, Annie M. Reid, Linda Tinker and Odell Williams; City Administrator Jeff Kerr; Human Resources Director/CMC Carla Roof; City Attorney April P. Counterman.   

ABSENT:   Councilman Alan Clack 

 PRAYER:  Councilwoman Kelsey led in prayer.  
Mayor Foster called the Public Hearing to Order at 6:30 p.m.

Carol Mason McMeekins called informed Council the Springsteen Project will be closed.  The next part of the Public Hearing was a $25,000.00 grant that was approved to conduct a study of the East Chester Neighborhood to identity needs, etc.  There will be a $2,500.00 match which the money will come from the Finley Group.  The city could be awarded two automatic $500,000.00 with a 10% match. 
             [image: image1.png]NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Monday, Scpiember 13, 2008 st 6:30 pm...in City Hall,
100 West nd Street, Chester, SC 29706, the City of Chester will hokd 3 public hearing 10 review an
application to be submitied 10 the South Carolina Department of Commerce, Grants Administration,
‘on or about Septembes 20, 2010, The City of Chester is equesting $25,000 o carry out the following
actnives
‘Conduct 3 concise assessmeat of the East Chester Neighborhood 1o identify inadequacies
relating to public nfrastructure, dilapidated housing, public safety and other community
problems. Also inchuded will be an assessment o the Finkey School to determine needed
upgradcs 1o support various community activities fo stimalate ccomomic sustainability and
quality oflife for East Chester residents. Once the study is completed,there will b a two-
phased project 1o address all of the identificd needs inthe Fast Chester Neighborhood.
The tota project cost is 527,500, with $25,000 coming from Community Development
Block Grant Funds and 52,500 coming from local funds.

The City of Chesier willalso evicw the program performance and accomplishments conducted
under the Springsicen Mill Clearance Project (CDBG #4W08004). This project consisted of the
‘demolition of the remaining buildings at the Springstcen Ml site and the chearance the arca of debris
“The total project cost was 3625000, which included $532,700 for clearance, $52,300 for engineering
and $40,000 for administrtion. Community Development Block Grant funds covered $500,000 of
the project cost and $125,000 of the project cost was covered by local funds

“This public hearing and the matters 10 be discusse are subject 10 the provisions of the City of
Chester’s Citizens Pusticipaticn Plan, developed in anicipation of partcipation in the Stae of South
Carolina’s Community Developmea Block Grant (CDBG) Program, providing foe the participation of
the citizens of Chester County in the planaing and implementation of community and economic
‘development projects which willinvolve CDBG funds.

‘The Citizens Partcipation Plan is available for review ai the Chester ity Hall, 100 West End
Street, Chester, SC 29706 from 8:30 a.m. 10.5:00 p m. Monday through Friday. Persons with
‘questions or comments concerin the public hearing or the Citizens Participation Plan may contact
Jeff Kerr, Administrator, 100 West End Strect, Chester, SC 29706 (Telephone: 803-581-2123)

‘The City of Chester does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, sex, national
origin, amilal statusor disability i the aduission or access o, o ircaiment oe employment i s
foderally assisted programs or activities Jeif Kerr, Administrator, (Telephone: 803-581-2123), has
‘been designated to cooedinste compliance with the nondiscrmination requirements contained i the
U.S. Departmeat of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations. Assistance will be peovided 1o
‘accommodate the special nceds of disabled persons, upon request. Parking is svalable a the back of
the building.





PETITIONERS:  

Patricia Cummings – 2010 Census Update –Ms. Cummings provided an update and a printout showing an 8% increase in South Carolina and the County of Chester had a 17% increase.  Ms. Cummings thanked the City of Chester for their input.  A letter and plaque was provided to Council.  

Brenda McBrayer – Downtown Banners – Mrs. McBrayer informed Council that First Citizens Bank was approached by the group who did the Christmas lighting funding last year requesting their help with placing seasonal banners in the City of Chester.  Mrs. McBrayer informed Council that a total cost of $12,000 with $9,000.00 being raised so far.  Mayor Pro Tinker made a motion to approve banners to be placed on 46 poles.  Councilwoman Bagley second the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Mrs. McBrayer informed Council that she has already received donated funds from several sources and have already purchased several animated lighting.  A total of $3000 needed to purchase another animated lighting.  Mrs. McBrayer requested Council to approve.  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to approve and for the Finance Director to see where the funding would come from.  Councilwoman Kovas second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Keek and Wood – Springsteen – Daniel Wallace provided an update on the project.  Currently in the final stage of phase one which has gone very well and came within budget.  Mr. Wallace indicated phase two will be mainly testing.  Alex Amos informed Council that the city has to submit a work plan to DHEC to show our obligations to make sure there are no contaminates.  Estimated proposal to conduct the plan is $6,500.00.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2010, meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Kelsey second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  Mayor Foster requested to move the two items of New Business under Administrative Report.  No objection was made.  Mr. Kerr informed Council concerning a Resolution for the Springsteen Project which states the Finley Group commits to the match of $2,500.00. Mayor Foster read the resolution as presented.  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to approve the Resolution for the East a Chester project.  Councilwoman Bagley second the motion.  After discussion, the motion carried unanimously.  
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

)

COUNTY OF CHESTER


)


RESOLUTION

CITY OF CHESTER


)

WHEREAS, the East Chester Neighborhood is a low income area within the City of Chester, South Carolina area; and, 

WHEREAS, the East Chester Neighborhood has numerous problems, including dilapidated housing, inadequate water and sewer services, deteriorated sidewalks and streets, public safety and various other community problems; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Chester also wishes to assist the Finley School Restoration Group in the upgrades to the Finley School, which is located in the East Chester Neighborhood; and,

WHEREAS, the upgrades to the Finley School will support various activities to stimulate economic sustainability and quality of life for the East Chester Neighborhood; and,
WHEREAS, the City of Chester is proposing to take a lead role in a comprehensive assessment of the area to identify the needs and problems and propose strategies to address the needs and problems; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Chester intends to make an application for Community Development Block Grant through the Village Renaissance Program to complete a concise plan for a two phased project to address all identified neighborhood needs in the East Chester Neighborhood; and,

WHEREAS, this program requires local matching funds of at least ten percent of the grant amount. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Chester City Council, in Council assembled, hereby agrees to provide a match of $2,500 for this project and any additional funds required for the completion of the project.

ADOPTED THIS THE 13TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2010.






BY:  













Mitchell B. Foster, Mayor








City of Chester  

ATTEST:  

Carla Roof, Municipal Clerk
Franchise Agreement – TruVista – Allison Johnson & Tom Harper – Informed council TruVista has applied for a state franchise.  Much discussion took place; Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to approve the state franchise.  Councilman Williams second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Evergreen Cemetery Committee – No report.

Finance – No report  

Public Safety – No report 
Public Works – An open house will be planned at the Public Works Building and request that Mr. Kerr and Mr. Douglas come up with a date. 

Recreation – No report 
Properties – Councilman Williams indicated he was happy to see the paving in front of City Hall.  Councilman Williams had concerns with the problem reoccurring again.  
Charrette Committee – Chester City Hall sign was unveiled today.  

CDDA Liaison – HILLarity 

Twilight Bash on Friday night, there may be a band and dancing.  The application process will cover the business license.  A banner on I-77 will be placed advertising HILLarity.  There will be three stages this year.  

COMMISSION REPORTS:    

Housing Authority – Report provided
Evergreen Cemetery – No report 

Historic Preservation – Report provided

Planning Commission – No report

Zoning Board of Appeals – No report

Recreation Commission – No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Wylie Street Sidewalk Project –Mr. Kerr updated Council on this process.  The total grant was $197,397.43.  Council approved a grant match in the amount of $49, 349.36, last October with a total of $5000 coming from fund balance and the remaining balance from capital improvement.   Mr. Kerr recommended taking the entire match amount from fund balance.  The total fund balance is $232,000.  Discussion took place concerning leaving the match funding as it was previously approved in 2009.  We need to move forward on this project and advise where the funds will come from since we are in a new physical year.  Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to allow the grant match in the amount of 

$49,349.36 is paid out of general fund balance.  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Council Committees Bagley made a motion to discontinue Council Committees and in the event any business arises that needs Council’s approval prior to our regular scheduled meeting, the City Administrator would make recommendation to the Mayor and Council for a called meeting.  Councilwoman Kelsey second the motion.   After much discussion, Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to amend the original motion as follows:  Abolish the Council Committees and have a called meeting two times a month on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month.   Councilman Williams second the amendment.  All in favor of the motion were Foster, Tinker, Caldwell, Kovas, Kelsey and Williams.  All opposed were Reid and Bagley.  Councilman Clack was not present. The motion carried.
With no further business, Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker made a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Bagley second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Carla Roof 

Human Resources Director/CMC

