[image: image1.png]



CHESTER CITY COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – CITY HALL

April 14, 2009

6:30 p.m.
MINUTES

PRESENT:  Mayor Mitchell B. Foster; Council Members Betty Bagley, George Caldwell, Alan Clack, Susan Kelsey; Annie Reid, Linda Tinker and Odell Williams; City Administrator Jeffery Kerr, Sr.; City Attorney April Counterman and Deputy Clerk Sylvia Young.

ABSENT: Council Member Susan Kovas and Human Resources Manger/CMC

Carla Roof
CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Foster called meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.

PRAYER:  Councilwoman Bagley led Council in prayer.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Mayor Foster and Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
CITIZENS FORUM:  Makeda Baker – Ward IV Community
Mrs. Baker asked Council had they applied for any grants for youth summer programs.  Secondly, she requested a follow-up on the demolition process for fiscal year.  Mrs. Baker gave an open invitation to re-elected Council members to come into WGCD radio station on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 to be interviewed in reference to the election.  Finally, she asked Council for clarification on city vehicle policy after decrease in gas prices and she asked why Jack Sink, Recreation Director needed a city vehicle.   

Mayor Foster informed Mrs. Baker that the vehicle policy has not changed.  Chief Brown informed Council that officers on call are allowed to take city vehicles home.  Mr. Kerr informed Council that the city has applied for grants to fund summer employment for youth ages 17 thru 18.  Councilman Williams requested that Mr. Kerr get a list of all take home city vehicles.  Mr. Sink provided additional grant information by informing Council that grants to fund summer programs, tennis and summer employment are being applied for by the city.  Also, Mr. Sink informed Council the city is applying for additional grant funding for school district and healthcare programs.   
PETITIONERS - Gloria Kellerhals – Grant Opportunity
Mrs. Kellerhals informed Council about an opportunity to apply for a $100,000 no match Farmers and Artisan Market Grant that the city is eligible to apply for. She informed Council the goals and objectives for applying for the grant follows:  Stimulate Economic Development, Catalyze Downtown Vitality, and Foster Community Development – Consumer/Producer.  She continued to inform Council that the proposed Chester Farmers and Artisan Market Strategic Planning process included the following:  Inventory Stakeholders, Assemble Team, Develop Market Plan, Form Task Force Groups/Subcommittees, Implementation, and Evaluation.  Mr. Kerr informed Council the grant would be beneficial for the city by promoting economic development with no risk involved if the city applied for the grant.  In conclusion, he recommended that Council should take advantage of this grant opportunity.  After brief discussion, Mayor Pro-Tempore Linda Tinker made a motion that the city apply for the Grant.  Councilman Clack second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Councilman Williams made a motion to accept minutes of the March 9, 2009, Public Hearing March 9, 2009, Strategic Planning March 28, 2009 & April 3, 2009 meetings as presented.  Councilwoman Bagley second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  March 9, 2009 and April 8, 2003 activity report included.
COMMITTEE REPORTS/DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Evergreen Cemetery Committee – Councilwoman Kelsey - No Committee report. 
Finance Committee – Mayor Pro-Temp Tinker - No Committee report. March 9, 2009 minutes included with Fiscal Year 2008-2009 bank balances. Financial report included.  
Human Resources – Report included for review.  

Public Safety Committee - Councilman Williams – No Committee report; however, he expressed his concerns about flooding on Saluda Street.  Mr. Kerr informed Council that he was aware of potential issues concerning the flooding on Saluda Street and that clean-up is needed to resolve problems.   
Public Works Committee - Councilwoman Bagley – No Committee report; she expressed to Mr. Douglas her concerns about dead trees in city that needed to be removed.  Public Works report included.  
Recreation Committee – Mayor Foster reported that bingo has started.  Recreation report included.    
Properties Committee – Special Request – Councilwoman Reid made a request to retire Tommy Harrisons’ sidearm by giving it to Chief Brown.  After a brief discussion, Councilwoman Reid made a motion to give Tommy Harrisons’ sidearm to Chief Brown.  Councilwoman Bagley second motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Charrette – Councilwoman Bagley reported that the Charrette Master Plan will be presented by Tripp Muldrow at City Hall on Monday, April 27, 2009 at 6 p.m.
Police – Financial information provided for review with police report.
COMMISSION REPORTS:

Evergreen Cemetery –
Historic Preservation – Minutes enclosed for March 5, 2009.

Planning Commission

Zoning Board of Appeals

Housing Authority – Mr. Kerr informed Council that a report was included for FYI.  

Recreation 

Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to accept the Committee, Departmental and Commission Reports as presented.  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Census Committee Appointment – Mayor Foster ask Council members to provide names selected to serve on Census Committee.  Councilwoman Kelsey requested that Council receive additional information on duties and responsibilities required for a Census 2009 leader.  Mayor Foster stated that Mrs. Roof and Terry Hare will provide Council with needed guideline information; however, he stressed the importance of Council members selecting an appointee by next meeting.  

Second Reading Ordinance 2009-03 – Transfer Full Authority-Municipal Elections  

Mayor Foster informed Council about second reading of Ordinance 2009-03.  Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to accept second reading of Ordinance 2009-03.  Councilwoman Kelsey second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
NEW BUSINESS:

First Reading Ordinance 2009-01- Flood Plain 
Mayor Pro-Temp Tinker read page one, Councilwoman Kelsey read page two, Councilwoman Reid read page three, Councilman Caldwell read page four, and Councilwoman Bagley read page five.  Mayor Pro-Temp Tinker made a motion to accept First Reading Ordinance 2009-01.  Councilwoman Reid second motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
First Reading Ordinance 2009-01 – Municipal Service Agreement

Councilwoman Reid made a motion to accept First Reading Ordinance 2009-01.  Mayor         Pro-Tempore Tinker second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

First Reading Animal Ordinance 2009-04
Mr. Kerr informed Council that he had done a great deal of research to prepare Animal Ordinance 2009-04 then he read revised ordinance.  After a brief discussion, Councilman Clack made a motion to accept First Reading Animal Ordinance 2009-04.  Councilman Williams second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Presiding Officer – Called Council Meeting
Mayor Foster stated that on the meeting for election results, he would not be here for this meeting as he would be attending another meeting out of town.  He stated this in case some Council member may have to preside as Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker was a candidate. 
Commission Appointment – Zoning Board of Appeals, Evergreen Cemetery.

Mayor Foster informed Council that the Evergreen Cemetery Commission has made a request to appoint Mr. James White to fill a vacancy currently held by Jim Block.  After a brief discussion, Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to appoint Mr. White to fill vacancy on the Evergreen Cemetery Commission.  Councilwoman Kelsey second motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Zoning Board of Appeals no appointment, will be discussed next meeting.   

Mayor Foster advised Council to take a five minute break before a motion to convene into Executive Session.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. to take a five minute break. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor Foster informed Council that City Attorney April Counterman requested to add a Legal Matter to the agenda to discuss during Executive Session.  Councilwoman Kelsey made a motion to convene into Executive Session for discussion of a Personnel and Legal Matter.  Councilman Clack second motion.  The motion carried with Councilman Caldwell opposing.  Council went into Executive Session at 8:00 p.m.  
Mayor Pro-Tempore Tinker made a motion to reconvene from Executive Session at 
8:30 p.m. Councilman Clack second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Foster stated while in Executive Session, Council discussed a Contractual and Legal Matter.  No action was taken.
Councilman Clack made a motion to allow Mr. Michael Smith to proceed with filing an action for subrogation with the City of Chester as a named Plaintiff on behalf of SCMIRF to recoup monies paid for damages to the City Fire Department’s fire truck as a result of Great Falls fire.  Councilman Williams second motion.  Councilman Caldwell opposed motion carried.
With no further business, Councilwoman Bagley motion to adjourn at 8:39 p.m. Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker second motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sylvia Young
Deputy Clerk 
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