Chester City Council Meeting

October 11, 2010, 6:30 pm

Minutes

PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker, Council Members Betty Bagley, Susan Kovas, Annie M. Reid and Odell Williams; City Administrator Jeff Kerr and Human Resources Manager Carla Roof; City Attorney April P. Counterman.   Councilman Caldwell arrived after the meeting was called to order.  
ABSENT:  Mayor Mitchell B. Foster; Council Members Susan Kelsey and Alan Clack. 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

PRAYER:  Councilman Williams led in prayer.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
CITIZENS FORUM:  

Steve Antonetti – Mr. Antonetti represents the Save-A-Lot Grocery Store which will open this week.  Mr. Antonetti invited Council to a Welcome Gathering on Wednesday, October 13, 2010, from 5-6:00 p.m. at the store.  Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker thanked Mr. Antonetti and welcomed the business to Chester.    

PETITIONER:  No one present to speak.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 13, 2010 meeting as presented.  Councilman Williams second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:  

The second meeting of the month will not begin until November.  Mr. Kerr informed Council he attended the Regional Advocacy meeting which was very beneficial and he requested that a future meeting be held in the City of Chester.  Downtown area looks great, lots of positive comments.  CMD performed the drain checks and will provide an update by the next meeting.  The banners will be hung this week.  Mr. Kerr met with Duke Energy concerning poles.  All poles that need painting and repairing will be fixed and the globes that are yellow will be replaced as well.  Mr. Kerr informed Council he will be scheduling a strategic planning session in January 2011.  

Springsteen Project audit requested that some verbiage in our procurement policy be replaced concerning reasonable accommodations.  Mr. Kerr is currently working on updating the procurement policy.  Councilman Williams had questions concerning a backup plan when a garbage truck is down.  Discussion took place, no action was taken.  
FINANCIAL UPDATE:  Mrs. Swierszcz addressed Council concerning the financials which looks good.  CD’s currently have an interest of 0.4523%.  Auditors will be here on October 19, 20, & 21st and hopefully the audit will be ready to present in December.  Councilwoman Kovas asked who would be the Properties Committee to serve as the Forfeited Land Commission.  Councilwoman Bagley noted an error on the financials under the Fire District account.  
Councilwoman Bagley gave information on Twilight Bash and HILLarity – A Twilight Bash will begin at 7:00 pm - until on top of the hill Friday evening.  HILLarity will be held this Saturday, requested that everyone come out and support the event.  A huge stage 30x24 will be on top of the hill, one at Hares and one at the Memorial Building.  

COMMISSION REPORT:  

Historic Preservation – Provided in the package. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Mr. Kerr informed Council the City of Chester is the proud owner of the Springsteen Property.  Phase I has been completed and Phase II will begin.  We have 90 days to approve Katawba Environmental to move forward with Phase II process.  The proposal was $6,500 for Phase II and allowing Mr. Amos since he has experience with the property.  Mr. Amos discussed with Council at the last meeting.  Councilwoman Reid made a motion to approve the proposal from Katawba Environmental for the voluntary cleanup contract in the amount of $6500.  Councilwoman Williams second the motion.  Funds will be identified and communicated to Council.  All in favor of the motion were, Bagley, Kovas, Tinker, Williams and Reid.  Councilman Caldwell opposed the motion.  The motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Proclamation – Domestic Violence Awareness – Mayor Pro Tempore Tinker read the Proclamation.  Councilwoman Bagley motion to approve.  Councilwoman Kovas second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

With no further business, Councilwoman Bagley made a motion to adjourn at 7:05 pm.  Councilman Williams second the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Carla Roof

Human Resources Manager/CMC

